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PRESS RELEASE

A MAJOR EXHIBITION OF DRAWING AT MANDELL’S GALLERY IN NORWICH
8TH JULY – 26TH AUGUST 2017 

On the 2nd January this year JOHN BERGER, who had just celebrated his
90th birthday, died in Paris. 
He was a writer, famous the world over for his books, critical writings and
television programmes on art, including the ground-breaking BBC series
‘Ways of Seeing’. Berger’s fiction was also an important part of his output
and, in 1972, he won the Booker Prize for his novel G.

In response to his passing one of his long-time collaborators, Suffolk-based
artist JOHN CHRISTIE proposed an exhibition to celebrate the life of his
friend. The act of drawing was one of John Berger’s first loves and together
with fellow artist MARTIN BATTYE and Norwich’s MANDELL’S GALLERY
in Elm Hill the idea of an exhibition quickly took shape. 

British painters and sculptors to whom Berger’s words had been a source of
inspiration and whose own practice included a love of drawing were invited
to take part as well as his artist friends from France, Germany and the Syrian
Golan Heights.

THE EXHIBITIONWILL SHOW THE WORK OF OVER THIRTY ARTISTS AND
WILL BE ONE OF NORWICH’S MAJOR VISUAL ATTRACTIONS THIS SUMMER.

An archive display of rarely seen drawings by JOHN BERGER from private
collections will feature as part of the exhibition as well as a section devoted
to work by his friends and contemporaries who came to prominence in the
art world of the 1950s. These include; Frank Auerbach, Leon Kossoff, Peter
de Francia, Robert Medley, Edward Middleditch and Norwich-based master
draughtsman Derrick Greaves.

Artists invited to show in the main exhibition include: Basil Beattie RA,
Hughie O’Donoghue RA, Maggi Hambling CBE, Eileen Hogan, Mary Webb,
Graham Crowley and a strong contingent of well-established Norfolk artists
including John Kiki, Bridget Heriz, Brüer Tidman and Katarzyna Coleman.

A 144-page book Seeing Through Drawing is being published to coincide with
the exhibition and as well as documenting the artists in the show it features
unpublished writings by John Berger in collaboration with his daughter
Katya Berger Andreadakis, a moving account by his son Yves Berger as he
sits down to draw his father in his coffin plus touching pieces by Canadian poet
Anne Michaels, writer Geoff Dyer, John Berger’s biographer Tom Overton,
psychotherapist Paul Gordon and writer and curator Gareth Evans.

During the seven-week run of the exhibition a series of events and talks
have been planned including Maggi Hambling on drawing John Berger;
a dialogue with painter Yves Berger on the importance of drawing in his
work; John Christie and EAAF Director Amanda Geitner in conversation

discussing his book and film collaborations with John Berger and also, as a rare treat, a showing of Mike Dibb’s 1974 documentary
film ’Seeing Through Drawing’.
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Curators Martin Battye and John Christie will both be available for interviews
and can be contacted through Rachel Allen at the gallery.
Mandell’s Gallery, Elm Hill, Norwich, Norfolk NR3 1HN
Tel: +44 (0) 1603 626892  
E: info@mandellsgallery.co.uk or mandells.gallery@btconnect.com


